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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BANGUI 01595 300857Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO PC-10 SS-15 L-03 H-01 
CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 SSO-OO SCS-03 NSCE-00 
INRE-00 NSC-05 /067 W 

015481 300906Z/10 

O 300830Z JUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGUI 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 9007 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS NIACT IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL BANGUI 1595 

DEPT FOR AF/C 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CT, US 

SUBJ: ARREST OF PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEER JAMES MAHER, US-CAE RELATIONS 
REF: BANGUI 1594, STATE 178800 

MAHER WAS IN POLICE CUSTODY UP UNTIL THE TIME HE ENTERED THE 
AIRPLANE, AND WE THEREFORE DID NOT HAVE A CHANCE TO GET A COMPLETE 
STORY OF HIS DETENTION. WE HAVE ASKED SEYLER TO DISCUSS THIS WITH 
MAHER AND PREPARE A COMPLETE REPORT. DEPARTMENT SHOULD BE AWARE, 
HOWEVER, THAT BOKASSA APPARENTLY PERSONALLY INTERROGATED MAHER AND 
DIRECTED THAT HE BE GIVEN A CLOSE-CROPPED HAIRCUT. AMBASSADOR 
MAY WISH TO DISCUSS SITUATION WITH SEYLER OR MAHER IF MEETING 
CAN BE ARRANGED IN WASHINGTON OR PARIS JULY 30, DEPENDING ON 
WHERE THEY CROSS PATHS. 

SMITH 
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